58                                                        LETTER FROM COURT
10.    Being under the present circumstances satisfied of the utility of having
some of our supracargoes reside this season round in China, we have accord-
ingly directed Messrs. Thomas Lockwood, Robert Mackett, Richard Peisley
and Francis Wood to continue at Canton for the year 1759 for certain purposes
mentioned in their instructions not material for your informations; however
your being apprized of such a residence may be necessary, especially if you
should have occasion to send to Canton at any time a ship or ships described
in our last letter under the name of casual ones.
11.    The ships Warren and London by which you will receive this letter
are first to call at Fort St. George to land a part of His Majesty's battalion
there, as also some consignments; but as the bulk of their cargoes are intended
for your Presidency, we have given positive directions for their being forwarded
to you with as much dispatch as possible.
12.    In settling accounts with the owners of several ships which have been
consigned from Bengal to Bombay and particularly of the ship London, it is
observed, there has been a very considerable difference in the weight of the
sugar consigned from the former to the latter place, and that the commanders
have represented to the Governour and Council at Bombay that it chiefly arose
by taring the bags when new and dry at Bengal and at Bombay with the sugar
penetrated into them, which has induced us to repay the owners what they paid
for said deficiency; now in order to prevent this in future, if any sugar shall
be consigned as beforementioned, the gross tare and nett weights must be
put into the invoice at Bengal, and at Bombay the sugar must be weighed
gross and compared with the invoice gross weight, and the deficiency charged
accordingly.
Secondly, of goods from Europe or from one part of India to another
13.    Having in our letter by the Hardwicke given you a general view of
the consignments of woollen goods for the several parts of India and China,
and to your Presidency in particular, we have accordingly laden on these ships,
the Warren and London, the intended proportion for the Bengal market as will
appear by the invoices and bills of lading.
14.    To the said invoices you are likewise referred for the particulars of
the several other goods and stores intended for sale, as also for use, with all
which you are as fully supplied as the tonnage for Bengal and other circum-
stances would admit of.
15.   By the Hardwicke we consigned to the President and Council at Fort
St. George twenty chests of treasure; by the Pitt we sent them in silver and
gold to the amount of about the value of thirty chests of silver, and five chests
of silver on each of the other six China ships.   Although this was not so large
a supply as we could wish, yet, agreeable to our repeated directions to that
Presidency, we shall depend upon your being assisted with a necessary and due
proportion thereof.
16.    What treasure is consigned to you by these ships will appear by the
invoices to which we refer; we shall only take notice that we cannot avoid
giving the President and Council of Fort St. George a discretionary power to
detain a part thereof for the expences and investment at that Presidency, if it
is absolutely necessary, but not otherwise.